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Each year nearly 600 children ages 14 and
under die and nearly 40,000 are injured in
fires.
Burns have been recognized as the m

ost
painful and devastating injuries a person can
sustain and survive.
C
hild-play fires are the leading cause of
residential fire-related death and injury
am
ong children ages 9 and under.

D
id You K

now
?

•   The  youngest children are at greatest
risk. K

ids ages 5 and under are m
ore

than tw
ice as likely to die in a fire than

the rest of the population.
•   B

oys are nearly tw
ice as likely as girls to

play w
ith fire.

•   C
hild-play hom

e fires tend to begin in a
bedroom

 w
hen children are left alone.

•   H
om
e cooking equipm

ent is the leading
cause of residential fires and fire related
injuries.

•   R
esidential fires caused by sm

oking
m
aterials (i.e. cigarettes) are the leading

cause of fire-related deaths.
•   C

hildren in hom
es w

ithout sm
oke alarm

s
are at the greatest risk.

•   H
om
e fires and fire-related deaths are

m
ore likely to occur during the cold

w
eather m

onths w
hen there is a use of

portable or area heating equipm
ent such

as fireplaces and space heaters.

H
ow

 and w
here burn deaths

and injuries occur.
•   C

urling irons, room
 heaters, ovens and

ranges, irons, and gasoline
•   H

ot foods and liquids spilled in the
kitchen and w

here other food is prepared

•   H
ot tap w

ater
•   Firew

orks
•   E

lectrical cords and extension cords
•   M

icrow
ave burns

P
revention T

ips:
•  N

ever leave a child unattended,
especially in the bathroom

 or kitchen.
•  Install sm

oke alarm
s in your hom

e on
every level and in every sleeping area.
Test them

 once a m
onth and change the

batteries as needed.
•  K

eep m
atches, lighters and other heat

sources
out of children’s  reach.

•  K
eep all portable heaters out of children’s
reach.

•  K
eep flam

m
able item

s such as clothing,
furniture, new

spapers or m
agazines aw

ay
from

 the fireplace, heater or radiator.
•  S

tore all flam
m
able liquids such as

gasoline outside of the hom
e.

•  Avoid plugging several appliance cords
into the sam

e electrical socket.
•  N

ever use the m
icrow

ave to heat baby
form

ula or m
ilk in bottles.

•  D
o not use tablecloths or placem

ats that
children can tug on, bringing dow

n hot
foods and liquids from

 the table.
•  Teach young children never to touch the
bathtub faucet. Face them

 aw
ay from

bathtub fixtures w
here they w

ill be less
likely to m

anipulate faucets that are out of
sight.

•  Install covers on stove knobs.
•  K

eep electrical cords out of children’s
reach.

•  Avoid toys w
ith electrical cords or

batteries for children under age 8.

•  M
ake sure children’s bath w

ater
tem

perature is no hotter than 100
degrees F. U

se a tub tem
perature tester

or your forearm
 to check the w

ater’s
tem

perature before placing the child in
the w

ater.
•  N

ever leave candles burning unattended.
•  S

et your w
ater heater to 120 degrees

Fahrenheit or below
.

•  U
se back burners and turn pot handles to

the back of the stove w
hen cooking.

•  C
over unused electrical outlets w

ith
safety devices.

•  K
eep hot foods and liquids aw

ay from
 the

table and counter edges.
•  N

ever allow
 children to handle firew

orks.

Teach S
afety

•   P
lan and practice tw

o escape routes
out of each room

 of the house. It is
im
portant to have an alternate

escape route in case one is blocked
by fire.

•   D
esignate an outside m

eeting place,
so all m

em
ber of the fam

ily can be
accounted for quickly.

•   Teach children to craw
l low

 under
sm
oke and to touch doors before

opening them
.

•   Teach children to “stop, drop and
roll”. U

pon leaving a burning house or
building, never go back into a
building.

•   B
e sure you’re not teaching your
children bad habits. D

on’t let them
see you sm

oke in bed or disconnect
sm
oke alarm

 batteries.


